
Help Save The St. Lucie 

  
The Hutchison Island Preservation Initiative (HIPI) need your help to save the 
St. Lucie Estuary and the Southern Indian River Lagoon.  It is critically 
important that we tell the Army Corps of Engineers to choose the LOSOM 
(Lake Okeechobee System Operating Manual) enhanced Plan CC.  Please 
Email the Army Corps at: LakeOComments@usace.army.mil or call 904-232-
3272 and tell them to adopt the LOSOM enhanced Plan CC.  
  
The Southern end of the Indian River Lagoon has been devastated for nearly 
a hundred years by discharges from the canal that was constructed to divert 
water from Lake Okeechobee into the St. Lucie River instead of it naturally 
flowing into the Everglades.  The Army Corps. of Engineers manages the 
level of the Lake with the Herbert Hoover Dyke and a series of locks, canals 
and control structures to provide flood control, navigation and a nearly 
perfect irrigation water supply for the huge agricultural interests in the 
Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA) south of the Lake.  The whole watershed 
of South Florida has been altered to create the EAA and drain the swamp 
land.  At times the Caloosahatchee and the St. Lucie rivers now receive 
inflows from the entire Kissimmee and Okeechobee watershed basins and 
all of the pollution and nutrients accumulated over a century.  The situation 
has become so intolerable that the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee receive 
nearly annual toxic cyanobacteria blooms that seriously impair human 
health and damage our economies.  The pollution sediments and excess 
nutrients have severely damaged the ecology and biodiversity of the 
estuarine lagoons on each side of the state. 
  
Approximately every 10 years the Army Corps of Engineers evaluates the 
lake level operational guidelines.  Since Hurricane Katrina the Army Corps 
has been reinforcing the Herbert Hoover Dyke and is currently running a 
fairly comprehensive and complex hydrodynamic predictive modeling 
program.  From thousands of modeling runs they have narrowed it down to 
six that have been recommended by stakeholders.  An enhanced Plan CC 
specifically would reduce discharges to the St. Lucie by 62%, allow the 
Caloosahatchee Estuary needed water supply and it would reduce harmful 
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discharges to it and the Lake Worth Lagoon.  It would reduce toxic lake 
discharges to our already impaired estuaries and it would supply more water 
to the Everglades and the South Florida Ecosystem.  It is important for the 
USACOE to adopt an enhanced version of CC in order to achieve these goals. 
  
Predictably, sugar industry lobbyists are trying to get their preferred LOSOM 
plan approved, which would be a huge step backwards.  Tell the Army Corps, 
and the state of Florida to reject Big Sugar’s Plan BB, which would actually 
increase average annual discharges to the St. Lucie Estuary.  Plan CC is the 
best, most balanced plan, among the six the Army Corps is considering but it 
must be enhanced and improved before being adopted as “the 
Plan”.  Incidentally, Plan AA would end all discharges to the St. Lucie but it 
would put more burden on the Caloosahatchee.  
  
We stand for ending the discharges to the St. Lucie but are willing to share 
some adversity and accept a fair and balanced management plan. 
  
Time is of the essence!  The Army Corps is holding virtual public meetings on 
LOSOM in late June and early July with the goal of choosing a LOSOM plan 
by the end of July.  Please stand with the Rivers Coalition as we unite for a 
LOSOM plan that protects public health and our estuaries.  Endorse 
an enhanced Plan CC. 

  
                        Fix The Flow - Send Clean Water South 

  
* Contact the US Army Corps of Engineers 

Email: LakeOComments@usace.army.mil 
Or call:  904-232-3272 

  
Ask that they stop discharges to the St. Lucie and send more clean water 

south.  Endorse an enhanced Plan CC. 
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